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TAGS: OVIP (ATHERTON, ALERED L.) 

SUBJECT: ATHERTON REMARKS IN CAIRO APRIL 24 
lOLLOWING IS TEXT OF AMBASSADOR ATHERTON'S REMARKS TO 
THE PRESS EOLLOWING HIS MEETING WITH EGYPTIAN EOREIGN 
MINISTER KAMEL ON APRIL 24, 1978. 

BEGIN TEXT. I WANT TO THANK THE FOREIGN MINISTER FOR 
GIVING ME SO MUCH OF HIS TIME WHILE I HAVE BEEN HERE 
ON THIS VISIT TO EGYPT. AND, OF COURSE, I WOULD LIKE 
TO REITERATE MY THANKS AND DEEP APPRECIATION TO 
PRESIDENT SADAT FOR THE VERY GOOD MEETING THAT WE HAD 
YESTERDAY. I DON'T REALLY BELIEVE THERE IS ANYTHING 
I CAN ADD TO WHAT I SAID AFTER MY MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT SADAT YESTERDAY. THE EOREIGN MINISTER AND 
I TODAY HAVE REVIEWED THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DISCUSSIONS 
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THAT WE HAVE HAD OVER THE PAST THREE DAYS. THESE 
HAVE BEEN, INDEED, VERY SERIOUS AND VERY DETAILED 
DISCUSSIONS. I THINK THAT THEY HAVE CERTAINLY HELPED 
MY GOVERNMENT HAVE AN EVEN CLEARER AND DEEPER UNDER- 
STANDING OE THE POSITION OF THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT 
AS WE LOOK FOR WAYS TO HELP FIND NEW MOVES IN THE 
PEACE PROCESS. AS I SAID YESTERDAY, I AM CONEIDENT 
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THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO DO SO. THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 

QUESTION: HAVE YOU HEARD THE STATEMENT PUBLISHED 
TODAY BY JAMES RESTON ABOUT THE AMERICANS STUDYING 
CERTAIN ISRAELI PROPOSALS. HAS THIS GOT ANY CONNECTION 
(INAUDIBLE)? 

ATHERTON: I HAVE NOT SEEN THE REPORT, AND I REALLY DO 
NOT WANT TO COMMENT ON A REPORT I HAVE NOT READ. I 
HAVE NOT SEEN IT. 

QUESTION: BUT ARE THERE ISRAELI PROPOSALS? RECENT 
ONES. 

ATHERTON: I HAVE BEEN IN EGYPT AND ... 

QUESTION: BEFORE YOU CAME? 

ATHERTON: WE HAVE NOT BEEN RECEIVING NEW PROPOSALS 
AT THIS STAGE. THERE HAS BEEN A CERTAIN AMOUNT OE 
DISCUSSION, I THINK YOU HAVE SEEN IT IN THE PRESS, 

SOME OF THE DISCUSSION IN ISRAEL AND SOME OE THE 
IDEAS THAT THEY HAVE BEEN DEVELOPING, BUT I THINK 
IT WILL BE PREMATURE TO SPEAK ABOUT NEW ISRAELI 
PROPOSALS AT THIS POINT. WE ARE GOING TO BE MEET- 
ING LATER THIS WEEK WITH EOREIGN MINISTER DAYAN. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE03 CAIRO 1 1532 01 OF 02 251 14IZ 

WE WILL SEE THEN, I SUPPOSE, WHAT THE ISRAELI 
GOVERNMENT'S VIEWS ARE. THIS WILL ALSO BE A 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE PROCESS OF CONSULTATION THAT WE 
ARE NOW CARRYING ON. 

QUESTION: DID YOU GET ANY EGYPTIAN PAPERS ... IDEAS? 

ATHERTON: WELL, AS I SAID YESTERDAY WE ALWAYS HAVE 
EXCHANGE OE IDEAS ON THESE VISITS AND THEY ARE VERY 
USEFUL. BUT IN TERMS OF PAPERS AND PROPOSALS: NO. 
QUESTION: DID YOU GET A NEW FORMULA ON THE 
DECLARATION? 

ATHERTON: I THINK I CANNOT ADD ANYTHING TO WHAT I 
HAVE SAID. 

QUESTION: BUT DID YOU RECEIVE A MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT 
CARTER? 

ATHERTON: YES, AS I SAID YESTERDAY, THE PRESIDENT 
HAS ASKED ME TO CARRY A PERSONAL MESSAGE EROM 
HIM TO PRESIDENT CARTER, AND I WILL BE DOING SO. 
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QUESTION: YESTERDAY YOU SAID THAT YOU ARE EXPECTING 
THAT EOREIGN MINISTER KAMEL, IE NEEDED, CAN GO TO 
WASHINGTON? 

ATHERTON: YES, AND WE HAVE DISCUSSED THIS AND AGREED 
THAT THIS IS VERY USEFUL SUGGESTION. WE WILL SEE 
WHAT MIGHT BE THE MOST USEEUL WAY TO PROCEED, BUT 
THERE IS CERTAINLY NO SPECIEIC PLAN AT THIS TIME, 

WE VERY MUCH APPRECIATE THE SUGGESTION AND IT IS 
ONE THAT WE WILL CERTAINLY TAKE ADVANTAGE 
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IP IT APPEARS, TO EITHER THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT 
OR TO US, THAT THIS WILL BE A USEEUL WAY OF CON- 
TINUING THE DIALOGUE. 

QUESTION: DO YOU EXPECT TO COME BACK? 

ATHERTON: I ALWAYS EXPECT TO COME BACK, BUT I HAVE 
NOT EVEN LEFT YET. I HAVE NOT GOT ANY SPECIEIC 
PLANS AT THIS POINT. 

QUESTION: PRESIDENT CARTER, IS HE GOING TO GIVE A 
SPEECH ON MIDDLE EAST SOON? 
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ATHERTON: I DO NOT BELIEVE ANY DECISION ON THAT 
HAS BEEN MADE. 

QUESTION: WHAT TIME ARE YOU LEAVING, SIR? 
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ATHERTON: TOO EARLY. 
END TEXT. EILTS 
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